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Flexible Ways for Students to Demonstrate Learning 
Suppor&ng Diverse Learners with Inclusive Assessment Approaches 
 
Some7mes, the challenge for students isn’t about what they know—it’s about how they’re 
asked to show it. 
 
Tradi7onal methods of demonstra7ng learning, such as wriDen essays or 7med tests, can 
present significant barriers for students with addi7onal needs. A student with dyslexia might 
have insighJul ideas but struggle to express them in wri7ng. A student with execu7ve 
func7on difficul7es may fully grasp a concept but become overwhelmed by the steps 
needed to complete a formal task. Anxiety, processing speed, sensory needs, 
communica7on differences, and trauma histories can all interfere with a student’s ability to 
respond in a way that accurately reflects their understanding. 
 
Offering flexible formats for students to show what they know helps level the playing field. It 
affirms that success is about what a student has learned, not how they demonstrate it. 
This resource outlines nine inclusive alterna7ves to tradi7onal assessments.  
 
1. Oral Presenta-on 
What it is: The student shares their learning verbally, either one-to-one, in a small group, or 
to the whole class. 
 
Why it works: Removes the barrier of wri7ng and allows for expressive communica7on. 
Great for students who think aloud or process best through speech. 
 
How to use it: 

• Offer clear structure (e.g., "explain three key points"). 
• Allow private or recorded op7ons for anxious students. 
• Use visual prompts or cue cards to support memory. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• LeXng students present to a peer or familiar adult. 
• Recording at home or using apps like Flipgrid. 

 
Helpful for: Students with dyslexia, processing difficul7es, or speech strengths. 
 
 
2. Visual Poster or Infographic 
What it is: Students represent informa7on through visuals, diagrams, and brief text. 
 
Why it works: Encourages synthesis and organisa7on of ideas without over-relying on long 
wri7ng. 
 
How to use it: 

• Set clear criteria (e.g., include 5 key facts). 
• Provide examples and templates. 
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• Allow digital or paper formats. 
Adapt it by: 

• Using so]ware (Canva, Piktochart) or collage. 
• Offering sentence starters or pre-filled templates. 

 
Helpful for: Students who process visually, or those with aDen7on or language needs. 
 
 
3. Audio Recording or Podcast 
What it is: A spoken explana7on, story, or discussion shared as an audio file. 
 
Why it works: Reduces wri7ng pressure and allows students to rehearse and edit. 
 
How to use it: 

• Give guiding ques7ons or a planning outline. 
• Allow mul7ple takes; keep expecta7ons relaxed. 
• Use classroom tech or voice memo apps. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Pairing with a friend for dialogue-style podcasts. 
• Embedding in digital porJolios. 

 
Helpful for: Students with fine motor difficul7es, anxiety, or verbal processing strengths. 
 
 
4. Video Demonstra-on or Vlog 
What it is: Students record themselves explaining or demonstra7ng a concept. 
 
Why it works: Engages crea7ve learners and supports students who thrive with prac7cal, 
hands-on or expressive tasks. 
 
How to use it: 

• Keep it short and informal. 
• Allow use of props or visuals. 
• Support with a storyboard or checklist. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Recording off-screen with voice-over. 
• Offering private viewing op7ons. 

 
Helpful for: Au7s7c students, students who struggle with wriDen expression, or those who 
enjoy mul7media. 
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5. Comic Strip or Storyboard 
What it is: Students create a visual sequence that explains a process or tells a story related 
to the topic. 
 
Why it works: Combines crea7vity and structure; lowers pressure while promo7ng deep 
understanding. 
 
How to use it: 

• Offer templates with spaces for text and images. 
• Provide examples to model expecta7ons. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Using digital tools or pre-drawn elements. 
• Reducing the number of panels for shorter tasks. 

 
Helpful for: Students with literacy challenges, crea7ve thinkers, or visual processors. 
 
6. Mind Map or Concept Map 
What it is: A visual web of key ideas and their connec7ons. 
 
Why it works: Encourages organisa7on and deepens understanding without requiring 
paragraphs. 
 
How to use it: 

• Model different mapping styles. 
• Use colour, symbols, or images. 
• Encourage personal style. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Offering par7ally filled templates. 
• Allowing digital versions. 

 
Helpful for: Students with execu7ve func7on challenges or crea7ve thinkers. 
 
7. Quiz Crea-on 
What it is: Students design a quiz (e.g. mul7ple choice, true/false) to test others on the 
topic. 
 
Why it works: Requires deep knowledge to design meaningful ques7ons. 
 
How to use it: 

• Set a ques7on limit (e.g. 5 well-constructed ques7ons). 
• Encourage peer play-through or class challenges. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Using tools like Kahoot or paper-based formats. 
• Providing sentence starters for ques7ons. 
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Helpful for: Students who enjoy games, logical thinkers, or those who find wri7ng essays 
daun7ng. 
 
8. Role Play or Interview 
What it is: Students act out a scenario or take on roles in an interview format. 
 
Why it works: Ac7ve, engaging, and encourages empathy and understanding of different 
viewpoints. 
 
How to use it: 

• Create simple prompts or role cards. 
• Let students work in pairs or small groups. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Allowing scripts or rehearsal 7me. 
• Recording the interac7on rather than performing live. 

 
Helpful for: Drama-inclined students, those who learn by doing. 
 
9. Prac-cal Model or Demonstra-on 
What it is: A hands-on representa7on or demonstra7on of a concept, process, or system. 
 
Why it works: Appeals to students who thrive through movement, manipula7on, or real-
world applica7on. Helps make abstract ideas tangible. 
 
How to use it: 

• Ask students to build, construct, or demonstrate something linked to the learning 
objec7ve. 

• Keep expecta7ons open: it could be a physical model, a science experiment, a re-
crea7on, or a tool prototype. 

 
Adapt it by: 

• Combining with a short oral or wriDen explana7on. 
• Allowing photographs or short videos instead of live presenta7on. 

 
Helpful for: Students with sensory-seeking behaviour, ADHD, or those who benefit from 
experien7al learning. 
 
LeXng students choose how they show what they know doesn’t mean lowering 
expecta7ons. It means removing unnecessary barriers so every learner has a fair chance to 
succeed. 
 
-- 
Please feel free to use and share this resource with an appropriate credit.  For enquiries 
about working with Pooky, please contact the wonderful Ellie Powling: 
Ellie@speakingo>ooks.co.uk.  To download slidesets and resources visit my Patreon site: 
patreon.com/pookyh  


